So you want to be a HGV driver…
Becoming a HGV driver can seem complex and daunting if you are new to the industry – but our staff at Nithcree Training Services have all the knowledge to help make the process as easy as possible! 
 
So - starting from the beginning is to get your provisional.  We can liaise with you to arrange your medical with Drivers Medical Solutions – The Doctor we use will have the relevant D2 and D4 licence application forms on him so there is no need to order them from DVLA.
 
Once you have completed the D2 and D4 form then you can send it away to DVLA along with your photocard driving licence. There is no application fee required when you are simply getting the provisional – however if you have lost your driving licence or you are updating your photograph then costs are incurred and information for this can be found on the tear-off page of the D2 form. 
We recommend sending your forms away by “Special Delivery” – this can cost up to £10 but it is a safe and quick way to send your forms.
 
The address to send the forms to are DVLA, Swansea, SA99 1BR. 
 
While your licence is away getting the provisional added on (turnaround should be within 3 to 4 weeks max) we advise that you start revising for your theory test – as you have three to do and you cannot book these until your licence is back. 
Hazard Perception 
Multiple Choice 
CPC Case Studies 
 
Multiple Choice
100 Questions with multiple choice answers relating to various subjects including drivers’ hours and rest periods, the road, essential documents, road and traffic signs and more. You have 1 Hour and 15 minutes to complete the test and must score a minimum of 85 in order to pass.  
Hazard Perception 
This on-screen test assesses your ability to spot and react to potential dangers you may encounter on the road. You are presented with 19 separate video clips – each one lasting roughly 60 seconds. There are 100 possible marks available – and you need to score at least 67 to pass. 
CPC Case Studies
You will be presented with 50 questions through 6-8 different case studies – each study having 5-10 questions with multiple choice answers. You have 1 hour and 15 minutes to complete the test and must score a minimum of 40 in order to pass. 
 
For students who are keen and will be booking with us and find they need some additional help we do offer free theory tuition where one of our members of staff will work with you on a 1:1 basis through mock tests and tuition to get you up to speed to pass your theory tests – this will be done at our premises in Dumfries. 
 
As a money saving option we can enrol you on to an online theory learning platform for all three theory tests – DTS Anytime.  We will need your personal email address and personal phone number to register you.  The online theory training covers all three tests with study materials, practice sections and mock tests.  We are able as admin to also monitor your progress through the sections and learning so we can see easily where you are at, identify if there are any areas that we maybe need to work with you on. 
 
You can also buy theory test books from most book stores - or order online – you are looking for “The official DVSA theory test for Drivers of Large Vehicles” – depending on where you purchase from depends on the cost. 
 
Once your provisional licence is back, we are then able to book your theory tests – you need to advise Nithcree once your licence is back from DVLA as we will not know that.  Your licence will look exactly the same as the one you sent away other than the issue number at the end of your driver’s licence number being different.  The provisional entitlement WILL NOT appear on the reverse of your card.  You will need to log on to DVLA’s check my licence service to see it.  However, we can also do this for you if you give us a call with your information so we can log in and check for you, this is advisable rather than you doing it as we can then print out the entitlement check for your file for future purposes for the driver training at a later date. 

When we come to book your theory tests, we will do this with communication with yourself to ensure the tests slots that are available are suitable for you.

Once you have passed your theory tests you then contact us to advise us of this and we can get your training booked in.

If you are training in Dumfries we have a couple of bed and breakfasts we use in Dumfries, with one just being round the corner from us so at the time we come to book you in we will also send out some bed and breakfast recommendations for you as well.
 
The Training
 
Direct access C+E (Class 1)-  on a 2 to 1 basis is 8 Days of training (32 hours) or on a 1 to 1 basis is 4 days of training (32 hours). Training covers module 4 (practical part of CPC), Driver training, Reverse training, Coupling and Uncoupling training, Test for Reverse and coupling/uncoupling, Module 4 test, and your on-road test on the 9th or 5th day depending in which training option you choose. 

We hope this answers any of your questions and helps you along your learner journey but if you have any further questions please contact our office on 01387256528 or 01387251555.
Remember we are just at the end of the phone if you need any help or assistance along the way.


